
OUR NEW BULLETIN COVER-FR. JIM


St. Joseph’s has used the “shell” or outside cover from Liguori Publications for the last fifteen years. Arlene Bock, Colleen Fressie, and now Kathy Steiner have overseen the inside content of bulletin all these years. There were many positive aspects of the Liguori approach for the bulletin cover, such as the short articles on the front and the back cover. There were also some drawbacks of this format. Sometimes the articles were not in harmony with either the particular liturgical season that we are in or what is happening that weekend in terms of our society, the church, or the diocese, because they are produced months in advance of our receiving them. In addition because of the layout of the art work, the articles often seemed very brief for the topic that is covered.
In anticipation of the new liturgical year for our church (that begins on the first Sunday of Advent, November 28/29), this weekend we will be starting our new bulletin cover. You will notice that the inside of the bulletin is pretty much remain the same as it has been, except we have a little more room for parish information because of the new format (which Kathy is happy about). We will still have articles (as we previously had), but they often may be more substantial than the shorter articles of the Liguori publication, as well as timelier with what is happening in our society, our church, or in our diocese. This new approach also allows us to have the picture of St. Joseph’s Church on the outside cover with other important information about our parish and by using the back cover we can cut down on the number of inserts. Since the former bulletin cover was sent to us a month or two ahead of time, we sometimes could have used more bulletins for special weekends (like Easter, or Christmas or First Communion). Now we will be printing our own cover, so we can print more bulletins for any weekend that we need to. Also this type of layout offers us the chance to lower the cost of producing our bulletin in the future. Over all this new approach to our bulletin cover opens up different possibilities that will allow us to meet more effectively our parish’s evolving needs.
Whether it is a married couple or a large organization, a key to maintaining unity and remaining connected is good communication. This is a challenge in our parish, which is made up of 500 families who have many demands on their attention and who are apart of numerous zip codes. One of the fundamental ways of keeping in good communication with all parishioners is through our bulletin. Let us know what you think of this new format.

