Health Care Reform Overview

The United States Catholic Conference of Bishops supports federal health care reform.  Access to health care is a long held Diocesan public policy concern.  In September floor votes in Congress will be held that will shape health care in the US for years to come.  The US Bishops suggest four criteria for evaluating plans put forth by the President and Congress: 

· Does universal coverage respect human life and dignity from conception to natural death?

· Is health care available for all citizens with special concern given for the poor and coverage for legal immigrants included?

· Is the common good recognized and pluralism preserved by including conscience protections and a variety of options?

· Are costs restrained and applied equitably across the spectrum of payers?


You are encouraged to meet with our Congressional representative and Senators during his or her summer break.  Urge him or her to be sure that truly universal access to health care is shaped by the four criteria outlined above.  


Abortion Mandates &

 Health Care Reform:

On July 17, an action alert supported by the USCCB was issued encouraging people to insist that any health care reform bill must exclude mandated coverage for abortion and uphold laws that restrict abortion funding and protect conscience rights.  Details of this action alert are at  www.nchla.org/actiondisplay.asp?ID=276 . 

Both the House and Senate Committees rejected amendments that excluded mandated coverage for abortion. The Senate subcommittee rejected amendments to maintain current state laws limiting and regulating abortion. The President, asked about abortion during press conferences, has said he does want to deal with the “distraction” of the abortion issue. 


The position of the Catholic bishops as articulated by Bishop William Murphy is that, “No health care plan should compel us or others to pay for the destruction of human life, whether through government funding or mandatory coverage of abortion.” 

Please contact your representatives at the addresses on the front of this flier and voice your objection to mandated abortion coverage in health care that provides universal access.
Access for All &

HealthCare Reform

On July 29, an impasse on Health Care Reform related to the creation of a public insurance plan was broken by a committee of the House of Representatives.  As part of a compromise, payments for doctors and hospitals will be determined independent of the Medicare fee schedule. Concerns that private plans would be subject to unfair competition from the government plan and that the plan would be too costly were satisfied with these changes. 

Today there are approximately 47 million people without any health care coverage in the United States. That number is expected to grow if health care costs are not contained and if universal access to health care is not made available in the reform bill.  Independent analysts and the insurance industry suggest that a requirement to purchase insurance is needed to ensure universal access to health care

The Church advocates for legal immigrants to be able to enroll in a public plan without the imposition of unnecessary, cumbersome requirements. Otherwise, legal immigrants will be left outside a reformed system that is both unfair and unwise. 

  Please contact your elected representatives and share your desires for comprehensive health care reform that provides universal access. 
Conscience Protection &
 Health Care Reform

The Catholic Health Association (CHA) represents the largest group of private health care providers, Catholic institutions. The CHA is very aware of the promise and problems of health care reform.  CHA strongly advocates for conscience protection in health care reform.


Amendments protecting the individual and institutional rights to exercise conscience and refrain from participating in morally objectionable procedures were rejected in both the Senate and the House of Representatives. However, abortion and physician assisted suicide will be funded in current versions of the Health Care Reform bills as elements of a full range of health services. 

The CHA insists that “The values guiding our advocacy flow from the Church's teachings about the dignity of the human person and the sanctity of human life from conception to natural death. We support measures that maintain our Catholic identity and promote social justice, including conscience clause protections and other measures to allow the ministry to provide services consistent with our faith.” 





Contact your Senator and   Congressperson and insist on conscience protection with universal access to health care. 
Restraining Costs &

Health Care Reform

Media coverage of the Health Care Reform bill is extremely focused upon the anticipated costs of reform and who shall be asked to pay for those costs.  In early summer, the President suggested increased taxes on families earning in excess of $250,000 per year to pay for universal access.   

The President later proposed tax increases only on families making in excess of one half million dollars per year.  Protest by the very wealthy of the country led to yet another proposal. The administration’s most recent proposal is a tax on middle class wage earners’ existing health care benefits to pay for reform.
 
The Congressional Budget Office revised the cost estimates of the health care reform to be at less than 1 trillion dollars, much less than previously estimated.  The method to pay for health care reform remains undetermined. 

We are called to be good stewards of our resources. Our Church teaches that there is justice in a progressive tax system requiring that the wealthier make a  greater contribution to the common good than those less able to do so.  Let your Congressional Representative and Senators know that you expect fiscal soundness fairness in health care reform that provides universal health care coverage.
HEALTH CARE REFORM

This brochure outlines some of the concerns of the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops regarding health care reform. The information relates only to actual bills and amendments that were before Congress prior to the summer break.  You are encouraged to reflect upon them and to discuss your opinions with your US Congressperson & Senators.  The majority of parishioners in
St. Joseph’s Church Community is represented by:
Representative Eric Massa (NY-29) 
Pittsford Office:       1 Grove Street, Suite 101         Pittsford, NY 14534
Telephone:   585 218 0040      E-mail:http://massa.house.gov/ 
 
Senator CHARLES SCHUMER
Rochester Office:100 State Street,    Room 3040          Rochester, NY 14614

Telephone:  585 263 586                        E-mail:
http://schumer.senate.gov/
Senator KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND
 Rochester Office:100 State Street,   Room 4195      Rochester, NY 14614
Telephone:  585 263-6250
Email:
http://gillibrand.senate.gov/
Town hall meetings may be scheduled.  Thank you for your ongoing activities of faithful citizenship. 

