Ministry of Ushers/Greeters



Ushers have a long record in our Judeo Christian history. In the Hebrew Scriptures they were referred to as gate keepers to which David and Samuel established them in a position of trust and they had to be ready for service (1Chronicles 9: 17-34). In the New Testament since the church was being persecuted they were originally seen as "bouncers" who would prevent harmful people from intruding into the liturgy. There was a second group of people that acted as greeters for those entering the assembly. The deacons were the third group of people who took up the collection and dispersed it to those who had needs. Then through historical development these three roles combined into the ministry of ushers. Here at St. Joseph’s these duties have been carried out by two groups of people: greeters and ushers. Ushers and greeters are often taken for granted for their role of service but they are usually the first to arrive at Church and the last to leave and do various work behind the scenes to make the liturgy flow smoothly. One of the main roles of ushers or greeters today is to exercise hospitality. As Jesus says, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35). The greeters or ushers are ordinarily the first contact and first impression for those coming to church. In embodying friendliness and hospitality they image what each member of the Christian community should be to one another. We are grateful for the many years of dedicated service that our ushers (and greeters) have given in our parish. At some point the ministry of greeters faded out as a distinct ministry at St. Joseph’s, but we hope to re-establish this important ministry of our church. We are hoping that parishioners will consider sharing their time and talent by becoming involved in this valuable ministry. There is a sign up sheet for those who might be willing to become part of the ministry of greeters. This is a wonderful ministry that the whole family can do together, including involving the children. If you would like to volunteer to be a greeter please sign up in the sheet in the back of church. If you want more information, please contact Fr. Jim, Sue Waterstraat (our Liturgy Committee chairperson) or one of the other members of the Liturgy Committee.

