Newly Ordained Deacon Appointed to St. Joseph’s Church


Deacon Jim Carra is the new Deacon assigned by Bishop Clark to St. Joseph’s, and will continue his assignment when the cluster takes place next June. Jim and his wife Josephine, a Rochester attorney, and their daughter Samantha, 21, reside in Perinton. Jim and Josephine have been members of St. Catherine of Siena in Mendon for over 23 years.  All have been active in parish life over the years.  All three have been members of the parish council at one time or another.  Josephine has been active with RCIA.  Jim has been a catechist for over 16 years and a member of the stewardship and liturgy committees.  He has also served as an usher for many years and as St. Catherine’s representative on the Tri Parish Committee of St. Catherine, St. Lewis and Transfiguration.  Josephine, Samantha and Jim have also served as communion ministers and lectors. Samantha also attended the National Catholic Youth Convention twice and Jim also attended as a chaperone in 2002.  
Deacon Jim is an alumnus of Finger Lakes Community College and attended Brockport State College.  Jim is a graduate of St. Bernard’s School of Theology and Ministry with a Graduate Certificate in Pastoral Studies.  

Deacon Jim administers Monroe County’s Veterans Service Agency programs which provide a broad range of assistance to local veterans.  He is founder and past president of the National Association of County Veterans Service Officers, Inc. (NACVSO) and Past President and former Executive Director of the New York State County Veterans Service Officers Association.  Currently, Jim serves on the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs VISN2 Behavior Health Quality Council and Prosthetics Advisory Panel.  He is a Vietnam veteran, having served in the U.S. Army in Vietnam in 1968 and 1969 and is retired from the U. S. Army Reserves.  Prior to his appointment over 16 years ago to his current position, Jim served as Director of the Ontario County Veterans Service Agency.  He began his career as a veteran’s advocate in 1979 when he was appointed as a County Service Officer. 
After reflecting for a time, Jim looked back over his career and realized that this has been a ministry that God called him to. This ministry is to his brother and sister veterans and their families. To serve as a Permanent Deacon now opens many other opportunities to continue and possibly expand this ministry to the veteran’s community and other areas that the Bishop wishes.  Josephine and Jim are looking forward to ministry as a Diaconate couple at St. Joseph’s and within the cluster.
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