
Mission Statement:  We are a Christ-centered community of Catholic 
Churches working towards the spiritual renewal of all.  As we pursue that 
hope and dream together, our common Mission Statement calls us: to carry 

on the work and teaching of Jesus through Imitation, Proclamation,        

Celebration and Social Transformation. 

Rush Henrietta Catholic Community 
...where stewardship is a way of life 

Come Journey With Us 
May 8, 2011 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation: Saturdays, 2:30-3:30 PM at Guardian Angels; 
 1st Saturday of the month, 4:00-рΥлл ta ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎΤ  

2nd  through 5th Saturdays of the month, 3:30-4:30 PM at 
Good Shepherd.  Other times may be arranged by           
appointment by calling your home parish office. 

Baptisms: Arrangements should be made in advance.  
(Preparation class required.) 

Weddings: Arrangements should be made 6 months in          
advance. (Pre-cana required.) 

Anointing of the Sick: By request; in an emergency call 585-
281-3353. 

These weeks of Easter are filled with activity.  We enter the 
third week of Easter, and our readings acknowledge that 
we are in an in-between time.  We have glimpsed the joy 
of the Resurrection, but we do not yet possess it fully.  Our 
gospel reading tells the story of the Road to Emmaus.  It is 
ǘƻƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ [ǳƪŜΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǘƻ ǳǎ ŀƭƭΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ 
the story of all us.  Jesus is still the divine stranger in our  
midst.    
 

Last week, this week, and next week, 73 youngsters of the 
Rush-Henrietta Catholic Community will be making their 
First Communion.  This is always a very special time, not 
only for them, but for our community of faith.  It is a      
delight to see their eagerness, their love of the Lord, and 
how they yearn to receive him.  There is an innocence 
about them that we adults long for ς well at least I do.  To 
be able to see the wonder, to experience life with awe is 
truly a gift. Pray that these youngsters will stay close to the 
Lord.  
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ 
celebrate our Moms and Grandmothers and Godmothers 
and women who over the years have been like Mothers to 
us.   
 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άaƻǘƘŜǊέ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦŜǿ ǿƻǊŘǎ 
whose very mention inspires a flurry of emotions in the 
heart of even the cruelest person.  
 

This weekend, I think of my own mom, who is still living in 
Chicago, and thank God for all that she has given me, and 
all the sacrifices that she made for me to make me the  
person that I am today.  
 

I look at my daughters, who themselves are mothers, and 
thank God for the women they are ς and think how very 
proud I am to be their mother.   
 

I also thank God that they have children ς for they have 
made me a grandmother.  For those of you who do not 
have the privilege of being a grandparent ς there really 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΦ  
Grandchildren are very special ς you see your children in 
themτand it really tugs at your heart.  

Our grandchildren are still young ς and they absolutely 
light up when we come into the room. There is nothing 
like having someone drop everything they are doing and 
Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ ƎǊŜŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǎƳƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ άƛǘΩǎ DǊŀƴŘƳŀΗέ 
 

As you can probably imagine, I dote on them , and much 
ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΩ ŘƛǎƳŀȅΣ ǿŜ όƳȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ Lύ ǎǇƻƛƭ 
ǘƘŜƳΦ  L ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ DǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊΗ 
 

Although my grandparents are with the Lord, I talk to my 
grandmother often in prayer.  I can feel her presence at 
times when we are all together.  I feel her warmth and the 
comfort that she used to give to me when I was young.   
 

Take some time today to thank God for your own mom, 
living or with the Lord.   
 

Have a great week ~ Peace to all ~ IŀǇǇȅ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΦ   
 

 Barb 
 Barbara Swiecki 
 Pastoral Administrator 
 
 
 
 

Eucharistic Adoration takes place daily at St. Joseph's from 
6:00 a.m. until Midnight (except during Mass) and Thurs-
days from 2:00-7:00 p.m. at Guardian Angels.  For info or 
ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘƻǊŜǊ ƻǊ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΣ Ŏŀƭƭ 
Sue Waterstraat at 582-1149. For info about Adoration at 
Guardian Angels, call Tony Mercadel at 334-3596. 

 
Celebrate new life!  



Masses for the Week 
Saturday-Sunday, May 7-8 (3rd Sunday of Easter)  
Saturday, 4:00 PM at Guardian Angels τ Theresa Schafer, Mary Kortchak, Mary Stienhauer (Christine Schafer) 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ рΥол ta ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ τ Joseph Woloszyn (Tom & Donna Socha) 
Sunday, 8:30 AM at Good Shepherd τ Ann Seleski (Family) 
Sunday, 9:30 AM at Guardian Angels τ Stella Fainelli & Mary Pinto (Marie) 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ млΥол !a ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ τ Ellen Thornton (Dick & Phyllis Schneider) 
Sunday, 11:00 AM at Good Shepherd τ Mariyana Ivakovich (Kata Cirkovic) 
Monday, May 9 
уΥлл !a ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ τ Sick & Homebound 
8:15 AM at Guardian Angels τ Intentions of Frank Koziol & the souls in Purgatory 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ мл ό{ǘǎΦ 5ŀƳƛŜƴ ŀƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŘŜ ±ŜǳǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ aƻƭƻƪŀΩƛύ 
6:30 AM at Good Shepherd τ Arthur Drexler (Roger & Doreen Drexler) 
8:15 AM at Guardian Angels τ Intentions of Frank Koziol & the souls in Purgatory 
Wednesday, May 11 
8:15 AM at Guardian Angels τ OL of Guadalupe Novena Intentions 
Thursday, May 12 
6:30 AM at Good Shepherd τ Andy Langner (Kathi McSweeney) 
уΥлл !a ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ τ People of the Rush Henrietta Catholic Community 
Friday, May 13 
6:30 AM at Good Shepherd τ Intentions of the Presider 
уΥлл !a ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ τ WƻƘƴ ϧ !ƴƴ .ǳǊƴΩǎ рлth Anniversary 
Saturday-Sunday,May 14-15 (4th Sunday of Easter)  
Saturday, 4:00 PM at Guardian Angels τ Catherine Dourisboure (Joseph & Susan Berta) 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΣ рΥол ta ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ τ Bette Gaffney (Husband & Children) 
Sunday, 8:30 AM at Good Shepherd τ Bill Foos (Gene & Janet Kobos) 
Sunday, 9:30 AM at Guardian Angels τ Intentions of Frank Koziol & the souls in Purgatory 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ млΥол !a ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ τ Ellen Thornton (Beverly Rumsey) 
Sunday, 11:00 AM at Good Shepherd τ Sam Ricotta (Anna Ricotta)  

All three buildings are handicap accessible and equipped with a hearing loop (see an usher or greeter for assistance). 
Child care for crawlers to age 4 available at Guardian Angels in Room 8 for the 9:30 AM Mass. 

The Rush Henrietta Catholic Community Welcomes You! 
Mrs. Barbara Swiecki, Pastoral Administrator  Ö  Fr. Bob Beligotti and Fr. Jerry Appelby, Sacramental Ministers 

Good Shepherd  
3318 East Henrietta Rd.  

Henrietta, NY 14467 
Phone: 585-334-3518 

www.goodshepherdhenrietta.org 

Guardian Angels 
2061 East Henrietta Rd.  

Rochester, NY 14623 
Phone: 585-334-1412 

www.catholic-church.org/guardian-angels 

{ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ   
1209 Rush West Rush Rd.   

Rush, NY 14543 
Phone: 585-533-1719 

www.stjosephsrush.org 

Weekend Liturgy Schedule 
Saturday: 4:00 PM at Guardian Angels   
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΥ рΥол ta ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ  
Sunday: 8:30 AM at Good Shepherd   
Sunday: 9:30 AM at Guardian Angels   
{ǳƴŘŀȅΥ млΥол !a ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ  
Sunday: 11:00 AM at Good Shepherd  

Weekday Liturgy Schedule 
aƻƴŘŀȅΥ уΥлл !a ŀǘ  {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎΣ уΥмр !a ŀǘ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ !ƴƎŜƭǎ 
Tuesday: 6:30 AM at Good Shepherd, 8:15 AM at Guardian Angels 
Wednesday: 8:15 AM at Guardian Angels 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΥ сΥол !a ŀǘ DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΣ уΥлл !a ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ 
CǊƛŘŀȅΥ сΥол !a ŀǘ DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΣ уΥлл !a ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ 
 

In an emergency, please call 585-281-3353. 

{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΧ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΧ [ƛǾŜ LǘΗ 
άDƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƻƻŘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ ~ Matthew 14:13-21 

 

              April 16-17   April 23-24 
Good Shepherd: $9,022.88     Good Shepherd: $17,321.75 
Guardian Angels: $6,141.00    Guardian Angels: $6,662.00 
{ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎΥ ϷоΣплтΦлл             {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎΥ ϷрΣлмрΦмр 
Thank you for your commitment to share your treasure. 

Readings for the Week of May 8, 2011 
Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35 
Monday: Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51---8:1a/Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8/Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Jn 15:9-17 
Next Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10 
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This week, the sanctuary candle 
ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƛƴŜ ƛƴ DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΩǎ 
Chapel in memory of Evelyn 

Miller at the request of Herb & 
Carolyn Hahn and in  

{ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ for Norbert 
& Doris Fouquet as requested 

by Ann Marie Gaffney  

They returned to Jerusalem where 
they found gathered together the 
eleven and those with them who 
were saying, "The Lord has truly 
been raised and has appeared to 
Simon!" Then the two recounted 
what had taken place on the way 
and how he was made known to 
them in the breaking of the bread. 

- Lk 24:33-35 
 

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass 
©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 

http://www.catholic-church.org/guardian-angels


All young people currently in grades 5-12 are invited to 
join our summer softball fun-league.  Games begin the 
week of July 3 and run for 6 weeks.  Current 5th-8th graders 
play on Thursday and current 8th-12th graders play on 
Wednesdays (8th graders can choose to play on either or 
both teams). Registration packets are available in the  
common area of each building.  Deadline to sign up for 
the league is May 22. 
 

Barbeques, picnics, birthday parties, ice cream socials, and 
more are all occasions we look forward to by celebrating 
ŀƴŘ 9!¢LbDΗ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΚ ²Ƙŀǘ   
ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ 
with our family and friends? With your charitable acts of 
donating canned goods or any other non-perishable food 
ƛǘŜƳΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
bring a macaroni-tuna salad to a picnic or make a cake for 
a birthday party. The Good Shepherd ministry volunteers 
ǿƛƭƭ ƎƭŀŘƭȅ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ wI!C¢ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ 
όDƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘύ ƻƴ aŀȅ фΦ 
 Guardian Angels has a chuck wagon and accepts     
Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ wI!C¢Φ  {ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ       
accepts non-perishable food items for the House of Mercy. 
 

The Good Shepherd Resource Develop-
ment Committee is looking for volunteers 
to assist in the celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the church's founding. This 
event will be held on Saturday, June 11,  
in conjunction with the annual Chicken 
Barbeque. Activities in the initial planning 
stage are a craft show, games for children 

and adults, and a raffle.    
 We welcome ALL ideas τ new and old (like those from 
the "old" Strawberry Festival). The more people and     
suggestions, the merrier, and the more successful our  
special anniversary celebration will be. Come to the next 
planning meeting on Monday, May 9, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Good Shepherd Teachers Lounge, or contact Judy 
Marcello, 334-2069 or momjudy14467@yahoo.com. 
Thank you ! 
 

hƴ ǘƘŜ aŀȅ άǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƛŎƪέ ƭƛǎǘƛƴƎ όōǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ ƛƴǎŜǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
May 1st bulletin), please add Connie Bellanca and remove 
Jim Aroune. 
 

Many hands (and rakes) make light 
work! Good Shepherd Buildings & 
Grounds Committee needs your 
help on Saturday, May 21, 8:00 a.m. 
until Noon to spruce up the Parish 

grounds. We will be raking leaves, cleaning out gardens, 
trimming bushes, cleaning inside cleaning. Bring garden 
tools, rakes, shovels, rags, gloves, etc. Please sign up in the 
Annex if you can help τ all ages welcome!  

All women of the Rush Henrietta Catholic 
Community are invited to attend the next 
Good Shepherd Rosary & Altar Society meet-

ing on Tuesday, May 10, in Room 110.  We will gather at 
6:45 p.m., and the meeting will begin with recitation of the 
rosary at 7:00 p.m.  Please bring a wrapped gift for our 
auction and money to bid with as this event will help     
replenish our funds after our recent donations to Good 
Shepherd of a processional cross and $1,000 to the CMA. 
Tickets for the May 22 banquet will also be available.  It 
will be held at the Radisson at 1:00 p.m., $17.00 for    
members and $18 for non-members, choice of Chicken 
Teriyaki, London Broil, Broiled Haddock, or Vegetable    
Lasagna.  Margaret Churnetski will be our speaker.  For 
further information, please call Ann Iten at 334-8144. 
 

Family First will present the new Veggie 
Tales Easter Movie, Twas the Night Before 
Easter, on Friday, May 20, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Good Shepherd Library. Remember, it's still the Easter  
Season, and what better way to end this joyful season than 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΗΗ 
Bring a sleeping bag and some snacks to share. This event 
is FREE. All are welcome to attend!! For more info, contact 
Holly at 334-7163. 
 

Men of the Rush Henrietta Catholic Commu-
nity encouraged to talk with members of  
Council #4812 of the Knights of Columbus to 

learn about some of the great opportunities the Knights 
offer and support. The K of C Insurance is rated the third 
largest insurance company in the world. We also support 
disaster recovery efforts from earthquakes, floods, etc. 
Call Robert Reed, 585-967-6641 or Jack Hayden, 585-507-
5213. 
 

"IMAGINE" Women of Faith Conference 
2011! Last year, Women's GRACE Ministry 
brought 58 women from the RHCC to the 

national Women of Faith Conference at the Blue Cross 
Arena, and this year on November 4-5, we will bring over 
75! Christian music artists Natalie Grant and Mary Mary, 
and inspirational speakers Lisa Harper, Lucy Swindoll, 
Sheila Walsh and Henry Cloud will be there too! Escape 
from the everyday at a Women of Faith weekend to hear 
personal stories of faith to refresh and encourage your 
heart. Join with thousands of women in our area and your 
own faith community of women to uplift your spirit and 
connection with God and each other. Tickets are $89 for 
this awesome 2-day conference, including lunch. Contact 
Lori at 509-8888 for info. 

 

During the month of May, Angel Care is    
collecting disposable diapers (sizes newborn, 
1, and 2), baby wipes, and diaper cream.  

Diapers are one of the items most requested by our       
clients. Help us fill these requests of needy mothers, who 
have chosen life for their babies.  There are collection   
areas in each of the three worship sites. 
 

 

RHYM News 

Prayers for the Sick Update 

Family  
First  

Ministry and Committee News 

Rosary & 
Altar 

Knights of 
Columbus 

GRACE  
Ministry 

Angel Care 
Ministry 

Monthly Food Collection at Good Shepherd 

http://us.mc1102.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=momjudy14467@yahoo.com_


Deadline for the May 22 bulletin is Thursday, May 12. 
Email bulletin articles to ksteiner@dor.org.  

This Week in the RHCC 

Sunday, May 8 
8:30AM Ensemble-Guardian Angels Church 
9:45AM Mustard Seeds-DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ [ƻǳƴƎŜ 
10:30AM Spiritual Exercises Alum-Guardian Angels Rm 3 
уΥолta aŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ-Good Shepherd Gym 
Monday, May 9 
1:30PM Resurrection Choir-Good Shepherd Church 
6:30PM OL of Guadalupe Novena-Guardian Angels Church 
7:00PM CCWM-Good Shepherd Chapel  
7:00 PM Pastoral Council-Good Shepherd Library 
7:00PM Resource Dev.-Good Shepherd Teachers Lounge 
7:00PM K of C Council-Good Shepherd Rm 109 
7:00PM Small Base-Offsite 
7:30PM Scripture Sharing-Guardian Angels 
Tuesday, May 10 
6:00PM GS Rosary & Altar Society-Good Shepherd Rm 110 
6:30PM Jr. RHYM Get Acquainted-Guardian Angels 
7:00PM Jr. RHYM-Guardian Angels 
7:00PM Choir Rehearsal-{ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
7:00PM 1st Communion Rehearsal-Good Shepherd Chapel 
7:00PM Roman Missal Task Force-Good Shepherd Library 
Wednesday, May 11 
9:30AM Mustard Seeds-Good Shepherd Rm 106 
6:45PM Made to Crave-Good Shepherd Rm 113 
тΥллta άwŜŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎƛǎƳέ-Good Shepherd Library 
7:00PM Stewardship CommitteeςGuardian Angels Rm 4 
7:15PM 8:30 Mass Choir Rehearsal-Good Shepherd Chapel 
7:30PM Bingo-Guardian Angels Rm 2, Hall 
Thursday, May 12 
2:00PM Mustard Seeds-Offsite 
7:00PM RHYM Leadership Council-Guardian Angels 
7:00PM Ensemble-Guardian Angels Church 
уΥолta aŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ-Good Shepherd Gym 
Friday, May 13 (Parish Offices Closed) 
8:45AM Rediscovering Catholicism-{ǘΦ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ Iŀƭƭ 
6:00PM RHCC Talent Showcase Set Up-Guardian Angels 
уΥолta aŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ-Good Shepherd Gym 
Saturday, May 14 
2:30PM Reconciliation-Guardian Angels Church 
3:30PM Reconciliation-Good Shepherd (thru Fr. Vogt Room) 
3:30PM Rosary-Guardian Angels Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Talent Showcase & Pasta Dinner on 
Friday, May 13!  This is the last  
weekend to get advance tickets for 
the Second Annual RHCC Talent 
Showcase & Dinner.  For only $6 you 
can enjoy a great night out that      

includes dinner and a show! The doors open at Guardian 
Angels at 6:00 p.m. and dinner will begin at 6:30.  A limited 
number of tickets will be available at the door for an      
additional $1 per ticket. 

Save the date -  JULY 23rd  for our 
2nd annual Cluster Picnic at Tinker 
Park.  More information to follow. 

Journey tales are a popular form of    
literature. Some involve a quest, like the 
various renditions of the tales of King 
Arthur or the modern classic by J. R. R. 
Tolkien, The Hobbit. Others reflect a 

wandering experience, as chronicled in Jack Kerouac's 
novel, On the Road, or John Steinbeck's diary, Travels with 
Charley. All of these stories have as a common thread the 
gradual unfolding of discovery as the journey progresses. 
New insights are gained and in many tales it is revealed 
that not everyone is as he or she first seems. 
 That is certainly the case in this Sunday's Gospel, 
which portrays the journey to Emmaus, a small village 
about seven miles northwest of Jerusalem. Jesus comes 
upon two disciples who are dismayed about the              
Crucifixion. He talks with them on the way and opens their 
minds to an understanding of the Scriptures. When they 
sit down together for the evening meal, they recognize 
him in the breaking of the bread. 
 Whether the story is historically accurate or not is of 
little consequence. It is the meaning that is most             
important. The real presence of the risen Lord is revealed 
in the breaking of the bread. When Christians gather, 
whether around a table in Emmaus or an altar halfway 
around the world from that little town, the risen Lord is 
truly there. In the Eucharist we celebrate each Sunday, 
Christ is really present. Preachers are fond of asking the 
question, "What would you do if you met Jesus today?" as 
though Jesus were only present two thousand years ago. 
But the fact is that in the Eucharist we really do encounter 
Christ. We meet him each time we celebrate Mass and 
receive Communion. So the preacher's question is far from 
idle speculation. As the Emmaus story points out clearly, 
we do meet Christ. But for all of us the question still       
remains: "What would you do?" Do you have an answer? 
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Mother's Day Prayer 
Loving God, 

you wrap your arms around your people 
and show your everlasting love in the same way 

a mother loves her children. 
We are grateful for the love you have taught us 

through the mothers in our lives: 
our own mother who brought us into this world, 
the mothers of friends who have welcomed us 

into their homes and families, 
our grandmothers who took time for us, 

and the mothers who have helped us 
even though we were not their children. 
Bless all the mothers of this world today. 

May they know the fullness of love they have shared 
and be blessed every day of their lives.  Amen. 

 
 






