Further reflections on when Roe v. Wade is overturned-Fr. Jim Hewes


In terms of the criminalization of abortion, the focus of the law would be on those doctors doing them, rather than the women. The ultimate goal is to stop abortions. Doctors who do the abortion know too readily the humanity of the unborn, and so would be given a stiff sentence, if the law was changed. The reality of the woman who has the abortion is that her child is already dead, and giving her a long prison sentence in a time of over crowding of our prisons & jails would do little to prevent this goal. Besides, her testimony would be the most damaging evidence to prosecute the abortionist. Don’t police work out lighter sentences for drug users in order to arrest the big drug dealers? If she was willing to help to convict the abortionist she may help save hundreds of babies in the future. 
In terms of the women who have abortions, I know from working in Project Rachel for these twelve years, they often feel pressured and alone. One woman I saw who had the abortion at age 20, and now is a professional worker in her 30’s, said that looking back, she now sees that the staff at Planned Parenthood basically marketed and manipulated her through the process in order to have the abortion. We forget that abortion is a multi million dollar industry. Women that agree to see an ultrasound before they go through having an abortion, over 90% choose not to have the abortion and yet this minimal guideline is rejected by the abortion rights organizations. It would take compassionate and imaginative judges to determine what creative penalty would be given to the woman who procured the abortion. They would take into account that this action was ordinarily undertaken under severe duress and usually under very difficult circumstances. Like the “Drug Court” idea, the sentence’s goal would be to help this woman rebuild her life. There could be a “prison” sentence, but it would be along the lines of a “Monterey Shock Incarceration Correctional Facility.” The woman would serve a nine month sentence. She would either work on a degree or if she had a degree, she would work as a tutor with the other women there. She would be taught life skills and good decision making processes. She would be offered both individual and group counseling (modeled after the Rachel Vineyard Retreats), especially is she was suffering from PSTD, as many women do. Today almost 50% of the abortions that are done are repeat abortions. Whatever led her to the abortion, resources would be made available to her, so this tragic action could be avoided in the future. She would live in a dorm setting, not in a cell. She would basically live, eat, and work together with other women (as the men now do at Monterey Shock Incarceration in Beaver Dams), as she attempts to rebuild her life.  
Finally, what do those who support abortion rights propose to do with someone like Dr. George Tiller who stated in 1995 that 10,000 patients a year between 24 and 36 weeks have late term abortions, which should be clearly against the present law? What should happen to these women? Remember also at least 347 women have died since the early 1970’s when abortion was made legal, how many doctors have been convicted of a crime for this under our present system?  Again, if you ever have a chance read the book “Mothers who Kill their Children” by Cheryl Meyer and Michelle Oberman. They go over many of the heartbreaking cases of women that have killed their children after birth. They are now in prison. How do abortion rights groups feel about these women being in prison? 
This whole area of the criminalization of abortion is a difficult one, but people in the pro-life movement need to spend time thinking through what to do when the law is changed.
