Respect Life Month Reflection:
When Roe V. Wade is overturned-Fr. Jim Hewes


What would our country do if the law was changed to make abortions illegal? What we do with the women and the doctors involved in this tragic act? In terms of the woman involved with the abortion, this would be a difficult decision. U.S. law is based on past legal precedent in making rulings on future cases. The American Center for Bioethics studied two hundred years of legal history and concluded: “No evidence was found to support the proposition that women were prosecuted for undergoing an abortion or soliciting an abortion… There are no documented instances of prosecution of such women for murder or any other species of homicide….Given the American legal system’s reliance on precedent, it is unlikely that enforcement of future criminal sanctions on abortion would deviate substantially from past enforcement patterns.” As in other legal situations, the pressures on the woman and her circumstances would determine what sort of sanction would be determined. Since there is such crowding in our jails and prisons, something could be established with principles used in the current practice of “drug courts.”  Compassionate judges would determine what creative sentence would be given to the woman who procured the abortion, usually under very difficult circumstances.  If you ever have a chance read the book “Mothers who Kill their Children” by Cheryl Meyer and Michelle Oberman. They go over the many cases of women that have killed their children after birth. Their unfortunate situation sounds very similar to the many women that I have seen through Project Rachel, who have undergone an abortion, and often suffered for many years.
On the other hand, the abortionists /doctor do directly and knowingly take the lives of  unborn children. Before the law was changed it was almost impossible to convict a doctor of murder because the body was not produced. It was almost impossible to prove that the woman had been pregnant or that the actions of the abortionist had terminated the pregnancy. Abortionists were typically only prosecuted when the women had been injured or killed. The ultimate goal is to stop abortions. The reality of the woman who has the abortion is that her child is already dead, and imprisoning her would do little to prevent this goal. Her testimony would be the most damaging evidence to prosecute the abortionist. If she was willing to help to convict the abortionist she may help save hundreds of babies in the future. In addition, it may be possible to prosecute doctors if the law was changed today because of the advent of ultrasound and genetic testing. 
In the early 1990’s there were more than 2000 abortion clinics in America and now there are about 750. There is no abortion available in 85% of the counties in the U.S. There is also a high turn over rate of those that staff abortion clinics. Why is this? One reason probably is the incredible development in the science of feteology and perintology. There is not only 4D ultrasound, but now we have intrauterine surgery that can be done on the unborn within the womb. Doctors today know too readily the humanity of the unborn. What doctor wants to come home and say to his wife: “Honey I’m home; I did 20 abortions today.” This diminishing reality is also probably one of the main reasons that the abortion rate has decreased. This is also why in California and New York City, they are trying to force interns do abortion as part of their medical training. 
Some public figures bring up the issue about reducing the number of abortions. The most effective way to reduce abortions is to change the law back to what it was before the Roe V. Wade. Before the 1973 Supreme Court decision, there were not nearly as many abortions, legal or illegal as there has been in the last 35 years. There is no way to prove exactly how many illegal abortions were done before the law was changed. Yet there are 
estimates that the number of legal abortions now is 10 to 15 times the number of illegal abortions done before Roe v. Wade. There are two possibilities for this proposal: 
either there weren’t many illegal abortions before Roe v. Wade or there were many, but they were “safe” for women undergoing them. Why is there this conclusion?  Fortunately, one would have to go back to the pre-penicillin era (1940) to find a large numbers of maternal deaths from legal or illegal abortions (1,300 women). In the late 1950’s after penicillin became available, the number dropped significantly to about 250 deaths. The number of all maternal deaths in 1969, including those from illegal abortions, was 115 (before abortion laws began to change, making abortion legal).  If illegal abortion deaths were underreported before the legalization of abortion, one could anticipate a significant over reporting of maternal deaths from other causes. This is simply not the case.  The comparison of the numbers of non-abortion related causes of deaths of women of childbearing age in the years before and after Roe V. Wade ruling indicates no decrease of maternal deaths after abortion became legal. One of the former directors of one of the leading pro-abortion group stated that physicians performed 90% of illegal abortions. As early as 1972, the “10,000 back alley abortion from deaths” figure was repudiated.  Dr. Bernard Nathanson, the founder of the National Abortion Rights Action League (N.A.R.A.L.), oversaw the largest abortion clinic at the time, and did over 5,000 abortions himself.  He testified before the Supreme Court and stated: "We spoke of 5,000-10,000 maternal deaths a year. I confess that I knew the figure was blatantly false…. It was a useful figure that was widely accepted, so why go out of our way to cover it with honest statistics.”
There is another example. In 1977, the U.S. government paid for 295,000 Medicaid abortions. In 1978, the Hyde Amendment cut federal funding for most abortions, reducing the number of abortions paid for with US tax dollars to approximately 2,000 annually.   "No increase in abortion deaths related to legal or illegal abortions occurred," after the Hyde Amendment was enacted, according to a US government survey. 
In other words, these examples demonstrate the law has a formative value and has an affect within our society. When a woman dies from any abortion, whether it is legal or illegal, it is always a tragedy (remember at least 347 women have died since the early 1970’s when abortion was made legal).  Yet legal abortions have never been safe for the 600,000 female unborn children who have no “choice” whatsoever, and are destroyed every year or for the male children who make up the remainder of the 1.2 million abortions. 
“Reductions of abortions” is just being used as a camouflage for a pro-choice position to try to appear sympathetic to the majority of Americans who actually oppose our current practice of abortion on demand through all nine months of pregnancy ? What has happened since the law has changed is that instead of doctors letting women in the back door and taking a woman's money, now they welcome her at the front door and still take her money. All that abortionists have done is move the entrance door from the "back alley" to Main Street. More and more women (and men) are speaking out about the destructiveness that their abortion has caused in their own lives. Some do this quietly through Project Rachel, and others more visibly through the “Silent No More Campaign.” Either way, in terms of abortion, women (and men) deserve better than this (and so do their unborn children).
